
	

	

	

	

	

November	12,	2017	

	

Matthew	Henshaw,	Director	Elementary	Curriculum,	Spokane	Public	Schools	

Adam	Swinyard,	Chief	Academic	Officer,	Spokane	Public	Schools	

Spokane	School	Board	Administrators
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Dear	Spokane	Public	Schools	Decision	Makers,	

	

The	Smith-Barbieri	Progressive	Fund	(the	Fund)	is	a	501c3	charitable	foundation
2
	based	in	

Spokane	with	the	primary	mission	of	reducing	poverty	and	ensuring	vulnerable	citizens	in	the	

Inland	Northwest	have	access	to	tools	and	resources	to	achieve	sustainable	well-being.	Crucial	

to	the	primary	care	of	all	people,	especially	poor	and	low-income	persons,	is	access	to	all	

aspects	of	responsible	family	planning.	This	includes	medically	accurate,	age-appropriate,	

comprehensive	and	inclusive	sexual	health	curriculum.		

	

Learning	that	Spokane	Public	Schools	will	not	implement	this	type	of	curriculum
3
	is	a	blow	to	

our	community’s	future	and	a	waste	of	precious	time,	preventing	our	most	vulnerable	

residents’	resources	that	will	help	ensure	their	future	health	and	success.	After	months	of	

overwhelming	public	comment	in	support	of	the	Get	Real’s	sexual	health	curriculum	which	has	

proven	to	empower	youth	to	lead	safe	and	healthy	lives,	you	chose	to	succumb	to	the	pressure	

of	a	few	uninformed,	regressive	and	ideologically	opposed	individuals	who	will	forever	

disagree	with	advancements	in	state	standards	for	sex	education.		This	pressure	included	

threats	to	not	support	an	upcoming	school	levy	if	you	moved	forward	with	Get	Real.
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	Your	

actions	validate	those	who	chose	to	put	our	children’s	futures	at	risk.	By	doing	so,	you	are	

holding	their	education	hostage	to	the	demands	of	extremists	that	push	fear	and	shame	based	

abstinence-only	programs	despite	all	evidence	that	shows	they	don’t	work	and	aren’t	based	in	

reality.	

	

There	are	two	primary	factors	that	contribute	to	women	achieving	their	dreams:	(1)	

Reproductive	health	care	and	family	planning	and	(2)	Education.	And	if	we’ve	learned	anything	

over	the	past	month’s	overwhelming	disclosures	of	incidents	of	sexual	misconduct	and	abuse,	

we’ve	learned	that	we	are	in	desperate	need	of	education	that	will	strengthen	our	youth’s	

responsible	decision-making	and	improve	communication	skills	for	healthy	relationships,	

inclusivity	and	consent.	With	this	in	mind,	we	are	asking	the	district	administrators	and	the	

school	board	to	honor	the	work	of	the	Human	Growth	and	Development	Committee	by	

accepting	their	twice	majority	recommendation	of	the	Get	Real	program.		

	

We	are	well	aware	of	the	loud,	politically	motivated	attacks	by	factions	who	work	to	demonize	

organizations	like	Planned	Parenthood,	the	creator	of	the	Get	Real	curriculum,	and	intimidate	

the	patients	they	serve.	You	should	know,	however,	the	Fund	conducted	a	scientific,	unbiased	

																																																								

1	http://www.spokaneschools.org/Page/127	

2	www.smith-barbieri.com	

3	http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/nov/09/spokane-schools-wont-adopt-planned-parenthood-sex-/	

4	Rector	Connell	Threat	Letter	20171015	
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survey	in	2014	showing	a	2	to	1	favorable	rating	for	Planned	Parenthood	in	Spokane	County.
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Why	the	support?	Because	for	over	one	hundred	years,	Planned	Parenthood	has	proudly	

continued	to	be	an	expert	and	trusted	provider	of	sexual	health	education	and	health	services	

that	actually	prevent	both	unintended	pregnancies	and	STIs.		

	

We’re	confident	more	will	come	to	light	than	blaming	this	decision	on	a	convenient	“staff	

mistake”	so	we	can	all	learn	how	the	district’s	direction	changed	from	the	committee	and	board	

supporting	the	curriculum	overwhelmingly	to	recently	delaying	a	decision	with	an	expected	

vote	in	February	2018	to	suddenly	deciding	to	maintain	a	largely	inferior	curriculum	to	that	of	

Get	Real.	

	

The	District	81	school	board	and	staff	should	use	this	as	a	learning	opportunity	about	their	

responsibilities	and	the	community’s	expectations	of	them	and	our	public	schools	and	

immediately	approve	and	implement	the	Get	Real	curriculum.	The	health	and	future	of	our	

families	and	children	are	depending	on	it.	

	

Sincerely,	

	

	 	 	

	

Sharon	Smith	 	 	 	 	 Don	Barbieri	

Trustee	 	 	 	 	 Trustee	

	

cc:	Spokane	City	Council,	3
rd
	Legislative	District	Senator	&	Representatives,	Human	Growth	and	

Development	Committee	c/o	Homer	Todd	

	 	

																																																								

5	Quality	of	Life	Survey	
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EMC	14-5008	Spokane	Progressives|	1

Please	note	that	due	to	rounding,	some	
percentages	may	not	add	up	to	exactly	100%.

} Telephone	survey	of	all	registered	voters	in	Spokane	County

} February	9th-15th,	2014

} A	total	of	622	interviews	were	conducted	Countywide	with	a	

margin	of	error	of	±3.9%

– An	oversample	was	conducted	in	the	City	of	Spokane	to	

provide	a	total	of	390,	which	means	City	of	Spokane	results	

can	be	calculated	at	MoE ±4.5%

} Weighted	to	reflect	overall	county-wide	registered	voter	

population	using	key	demographics

} Results	are	projectable	to	all	registered	voters	in	the	County

Methodology

EMC	14-5008	Spokane	Progressives|	1

Favorable	Comparison
Planned	Parenthood	has	a	2	to	1	favorable	rating,	while	the	Right	to	Life	Committee	also	

has	close	to	a	2	to	1	ratio,	a	large	majority	are	unfamiliar	with	the	organization

Q4-7	I'm	going	to	read	you	a	list	of	organizations.	For	each	one	please	tell	me	if	you	have	a	
strongly	favorable,	somewhat	favorable,	somewhat	unfavorable	or	strongly	unfavorable	
opinion	of	that	organization.	If	you	have	never	heard	of	one,	please	just	say	so.

91%

62%

40%

24%

3%

9%

36%

7%

6%

29%

24%

69%

15.8

2.1

1.7

0.4

Q4	The	American	Red	
Cross

Q5	Planned	Parenthood

Q6	The	Right	to	Life	
Committee

Q7	The	United	States	
Congress

Favorable Can't	Rate/Never	Heard Unfavorable Ratio



	

					 	

Page	5	

	

	

	

	

EMC	14-5008	Spokane	Progressives|	1

Planned	Parenthood	Favorable	after	Messaging
Even	with	messaging,	Planned	Parenthoods	favorable	remains	largely	unchanged.

Q8.	Given	this,	do	you	have	a	strongly	favorable,	somewhat	favorable,	somewhat	
unfavorable	or	strongly	unfavorable	opinion	of	Planned	Parenthood?

38%

43%

24%

25%

9%

4%

9%

9%

20%

19%

2.1

2.4

Q5	Before	Messaging

Q8.	After	Messaging

Strongly	Favorable Can't	Rate/Never	Heard Strongly	Unfavorable Ratio

Planned	Parenthood	provides	reproductive	health	care	services	including	cancer	screening	and	HIV	
screening,	contraception	and	pregnancy	prevention,	comprehensive	sex	education	and	counseling,	abortion	
services,	and	advocacy	for	reproductive	rights.		91	percent	of	the	services	Planned	Parenthood	provides	are	

not	abortion	services.		Given	this,	do	you	have	a	strongly	favorable,	somewhat	favorable,	somewhat	
unfavorable	or	strongly	unfavorable	opinion	of	Planned	Parenthood?

EMC	14-5008	Spokane	Progressives|	1

Agree	Disagree	Statements
While	a	majority	of	the	population	remains	positive,	almost	half	believe	that	there	are	

issues	with	jobs	and	poverty	in	the	area.

68%

66%

64%

64%

53%

45%

40%

5%

12%

8%

7%

10%

8%

25%

27%

22%

27%

29%

37%

46%

34%

Q19.	Even	though	I	might	not		agree	with	it,	every	woman	
should	have	the	right	to	an	abortion	if	she	needs	one

Q21.	Our	economy	is	stronger	when	workers	have	the	right	
to	organize	themselves	to	negotiate	with	business

Q17.	It	is	our	job	as	citizens	to	ensure	business	is	just	as	
interested	in	people	as	it	is	in	profits

Q14.	The	economic	system	in	this	country	unfairly	favors	the	
wealthy

Q10.	There	aren't	many	good	jobs	in	the	area

Q16.	Poor	people	in	our	area	are	taking	advantage	of	our	
generosity	and	it	is	costing	everyone	else	too	much

Q12.	Compared	to	other	areas	in	the	Northwest,	our	area	
has	more	poverty

Agree (No	Opinion/	Don't	know) Disagree


