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Spokane, WA—The Lands Council is pleased to announce an alliance with the Smith-Barbieri Progressive Fund, 
A Charitable Foundation, for our Green Sleeves project. The Smith-Barbieri Foundation funding enables Green 
Sleeves to launch and comes with a two-year commitment.

Green Sleeves is a new collaboration between The Lands Council and Geiger Corrections Center that involves 
Spokane County Detention Services Work Crews and jail-alternative sentencing options. The project also includes 
educational  opportunities  for  offenders  at  Geiger  Corrections  Center  with  a  curriculum  focused  specifically  on  
employable skills. This program is endorsed by Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich, Detention Services Director John 
McGrath, and Lieutenant Joanne Lake.   

“A core mission of the Smith-Barbieri Progressive Fund is to reduce poverty in the Inland Northwest,” said 
Sharon Smith, a Foundation Trustee. “We especially seek new projects that provide our vulnerable citizens access 
to  tools  and  resources  to  achieve  sustainable  well-being  and  Green  Sleeves  fits  the  bill.  That  it  makes  positive  
environmental impacts in our community and includes development of an on-site nursery for even more offender 
activities and education is icing on the cake.”

Executive Director of The Lands Council, Mike Petersen, says, “Thanks to the Smith-Barbieri Progressive 
Fund, Geiger work crews can begin helping with restoration work and maintenance of native trees and shrubs 
on local watersheds this October. We are so happy to increase opportunities for jail-alternative sentencing. 
There is currently a strong push for solutions targeting stormwater management in our community. The Lands 
Council has been contracted by the city to apply our unique approach, called ‘low-impact development’ or ‘green 
infrastructure’ in Spokane’s Shadle neighborhood. Many solutions are as simple as curbside cuts that lead to 
bioswales containing native plants. We look forward to the help these work crews will provide on this exciting 
new project as well.”

The Lands Council focuses efforts on areas where streamside vegetation has been lacking for years on public 
and private lands. This work occurs on the Hangman and Little Spokane watersheds, Deep Creek, and Coulee 
Creek, which all feed into the Spokane River. Educational sessions for in-house offenders at Geiger will consist 
of a lecture and hands-on learning at the on-site native plant nursery. This education can empower the offenders 
with skills and knowledge required to manage their native plant nursery, provide them with basic and employable 
knowledge and skills, and increase environmental stewardship. Participants who successfully complete the 
educational  component  of  Green  Sleeves  will  be  prepared  to  work  for  local  landscaping  firms.
 
The Smith-Barbieri Progressive Fund aims to build upon our region’s strong foundation to ensure those in need 
have every opportunity to succeed.

The  Lands  Council  is  a  leading  environmental  non-profit  organization  based  in  Spokane,  WA,  working  since  
1983 to preserve and revitalize Inland Northwest forests, water, and wildlife. For more information, visit www.
landscouncil.org.
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